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UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA RETAINS ACCREDITATION 
MISSOULA —
The Northwest Association of School and Colleges today 
reaffirmed accreditation for the University of Montana in a 
letter to President James V. Koch from James F. Bemis, executive 
director of the NWA Commission on Colleges. The accreditation 
follows a comprehensive self-study by UM and a full-scale 
evaluation by a team of fourteen faculty and administrators who 
visited the UM campus April 24-26.
"Northwest Association accreditation is the single most 
important recognition of overall academic quality that the 
University can receive," Koch said. "We are pleased that UM has 
had its accreditation renewed and that UM is recognized as having 
achieved so much despite its sore financial difficulties."
A report prepared by the evaluation committee praised the 
scholarship, productivity, cohesion and morale of the faculty in 
schools and departments across the board. The report also noted 
a long tradition of significant faculty involvement in decision 
making and a history of shared governance and harmonious 
relations among the Faculty Senate, the University Teachers’
Union and the administration. Faculty and administrators were 
also commended for success in attracting funding from private and 
governmental sources.
The evaluators cited the achievements of UM students and
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graduates as demonstrated by their success in obtaining Rhodes 
scholarships, Truman scholarships, and Sears Congressional 
internships. UM graduates also achieve high rates of success in 
the Certified Public Accountant examination and graduate programs 
throughout the nation, the report said.
Koch was singled out for having a clear view of the 
institution's mission of providing educational opportunities 
throughout the state, his personal contacts through statewide 
travel and his introduction of a Presidential Scholars program, 
which provides $1,500 annual scholarships to outstanding Montana 
students. The committee also praised Koch's bold approach to 
restructuring and sharpening the University's focus in response 
to budget shortfalls.
Evaluators praised the Mansfield Library as a beautiful and 
well-maintained facility with a highly qualified and dedicated 
staff. They also noted that UM's continuing education program 
serves as a link to the community by offering programs throughout 
the state while maintaining University standards in all 
locations.
Also commended was the School of Fine Arts for its "fine 
concerts and theatrical productions and art exhibitions ... 
cooperation among students, faculty and administration ... and a 
highly successful self-sustaining Repertory Theatre."
The team recognized the talented faculty in the sciences and 
forestry who offer a range of learning and research opportunities
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and field experiences for students. They cited the Biological 
Research Station at Flathead Lake as a "learning and research 
facility unique in the country."
To retain accreditation, universities are required to 
conduct a self-study and be visited by an evaluation team at 
least once every 10 years. In his letter, Bemis asked Koch to 
have UM prepare a fifth-year interim report and host a small 
evaluation committee to address concerns identified by the 
evaluators: state financial support, student services, research
and the graduate program.
Of constant concern to the evaluators was the state's 
underfunding of UM and the negative consequences on programs, 
services and physical facilities. The team noted inadequate 
faculty salaries, a shortage of computer technology, insufficient 
support for research and uncompetitive stipends for graduate 
students.
"These problems in funding will make even the strongest 
programs unable to compete for students and external support," 
the report said.
The team also recommended that resources be used to increase 
student recruitment and retention, strengthen academic advising 
and provide adequate space for all student services.
###
MRG/jd
State and weeklies 
accred.rl
